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Seaſonable Conſiderations © 


TO THE 


Young Men 4 Women 


Who in This 
DAY of TRYAE 


Are made willing to offer up themſelves, 


Eftates or Liberty, and ſuffer Reproaches, 
with other hard Uſages in the Streets of this City, 
and Elſe-where. 

To bear a Teſtimony for the Life; Light and 
Truth of Jeſus Chriſt. 


And to all who makea Profeſſion of the 


ſame, this in the tender Love of God 
15 written, 
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Some ſcaſonable Conſiderations to the 


Young Men and Women, . who in 


_ this Day of Tryalare.mad2 willmng-tq: 


offer upthemſelves, Eſtates or Liberty 
to ſuffer Reproaches and-other. hard 


Ufapes in the Streets of this City,. and. 


elſe-where, to bear A Teſtimony ſor” 
the Life, Light and Truth of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 6c. POE 


1 


iT Riends, Confider your Ca ? » ris High, "is Hoh, | 
FE 'ris out of the World, its beggarly Rudiments, its | 


> falſe Waysand. Worfbips,. its Coftorss and Faſbiens, . 


with all the nations, Prophenati | 
times; Jnto what? even the ——_— of the Song 
of (God, td be: made conformable unto Chriſt oyr Hea 

to bein him Holy as he is Holy, then to. be Heirs wit 
him, jcyntHeirs with Chrift, and to fit with him in the . 
heavenly places; © bleſfed Exchange! | unſpeakable 
Love! What manner of Perſons ought we to be? faith 


0971, Sports and 'Pa/« b 


Y 


- 


t- 


the honeſt Heart; Oh! 'lex- none of us walk unworthy... 


of ſuch Mercy, ' but keeps living ſence thereof ypon our . _ 
hearts, continually, watchingover our Thoughts, Words }... 


and Wotks, that we in all may glorifie the Lord our God, 
v A 2 who 


| 44 
who is worthy to be Loved, Feared, Reverenced and O- 
bezed, from henceforth and forever. 

The matter chiefly upon. my Heart is this, That as 
| there is nowa more pub/ick Teftimony born to Gods bleſſed 
Truth, than 'when we had liberty to aſſemble our ſelves 
together in. our Mecting-houſes; ſo now let our care be 
more to an{wer our Profeſſion ; for we are as 4 Candle in 
4 Candleftick, wot wnder « Bed or Buſbel; yea, as 4 City fet 
pon 4 Hill, publickly taken notice of,to be of that number, 
of them, who dare not omit the Aſſembling o%r ſelves 
together, as the manner of ſome is, but we muſt confeſs him 
before men, who (we know) will nof deny us before his hea- 
venly Father ; we muſt bear onr Teſtimony to the bleſſed 
Truth he hath made us Partakers of, though 'in fuch 
Hazards : Let this, my dear Friends, engage our Souls 
to all CircumſpeCtion in our Lives and Converſations, 
that we give no occaſion to the Enemy to blaſpheme or 
ſpeak Evil of that holy Profefſion we are called to hold 

rth 1a the midft of a perverſe and crooked Generation, 
amongſt whom we ought to ſhine as Lights, \chat men 
ſeeing our holy chafte: Converſation, coupled with fear, may 
glorifie our. Father ; to this ſurely every honeſt Heart can- 

not but ſay, Amer, Amen, as laithmy Soul. 
Friends, the Enemy. of our Souls is buſie, both within 

and wirhout, yea, the Devil till goes about as 4 roaring Lyow, 

ſeeking which of us he can devour-; and he may ſuffer us 


to make a Profeſhon, even in the ftricteſt manner, whilſt - 
he endeavours to ſpoil us of our Poſſeſſion; he will.not 
diſturb us, if he can but draw into looſeneſs or lightneſs, ' 


'tis poſſible you may ſpeak the plain Language without 
Interruption, if you will but uſe it in fooliſb Talking and 
idle Jetting; and although you do not appear in the $»- 


fer fluities 


te. od 


k.—_ 


"= . [5 J - | "es . | * 
perfluities of this wanton Age in your Apperel,” but in: 
plain Cloathing, yet if you do ſuffer your Hearts to bein 
the Niciries,. Coſtlineſs and Cariefities, and let them'be as 
like the World as may be, Lace only excepted: (if you 
can but eſcape the Reproofs of them who abſtain from 
every appearance of Evil, and hate the Garments ſpotted 
with the ficſh). then the Soul's —_ will indulge you 
therein, and you may for a time poſſibly, in'this day of 
Tryal,. _ frequently to Meetings, ftand. in the. Streets, 
bear the (Gain-ſaying of Sroffers, and the haling before Mags- 
Rrates ; but it any of. you indulge a looſe careleſs Spirit, 
ſuch wake void their Suffering,. invalidate their Teftimony, 
and fall ſbort of the. Rewara js omfart of the Upright, and 
ſo will not hald. our to. the end.- : This 1 write,; -not to: 
accuſe .any particular, but. do beſeech all to ſtand upon- 
their Watch, that they ſuffer not this Spirit to prevail in 
them, © or if it have any place in any that makes aPro- 
feſſion of Gods pure holy, Tr«4h,. to give no.reſt 10 ;theit- 
Eyes, nor {lumber to'thejr Eye-lids, 'till they ae turned! 
to. the Light of Chriſt Jelps in their Confgiences,” and- 
liſten to, its. Reproofs, which now; as heretofore, bears 
a faithful Witneſs againſt every evil Word and Work; 
and as Jt,is heard, believed. in and obeyed, will give- 
Ea to overcome all and every thing that is.of that- 

ature...-', 1 Fel 
Oh, my Friends ! preſs forward in the holy Warfare; 
for of a truth, Yi&ory may be obtained, if you run well, 
and continue ro the end, you ſhall have a Crown of 
Glory... - ns | 
Friends, Ler me expoſtulate the matter a little with 
you ; I know there is many, that when the Enemy of 
mans Soul comes to tempt to any groſs Sins, --can have 
no 


(b 
no entrance, theirSouls 614 this or the other Abomi.. 
m—_— ſous-td | arg he may cotne and have 
ghit inThbuſands 5\hur- the great danger-lies here in 
kerle E hings, arid they thinktheir Souls may hve in this 
= Jour, if they eſcape the Sins of Sodom, and ſuch 


"But here's a a Soar," here's a Rock that many ate 
0n,''takinglibezty-in little matters, 'Iti'Decewey, till Rive 
ſirvitvthe\ Sh raceing: Merriment, Which fome call 
£;- x81}-1r- come; to ſuch: ©42 and: MA |} 
Lavghter' the- wiſe :men call Madref, mma in the 
Paige INCA hors: ho Hermetrr 

y, ew 36 of 
and xhils ni he go net tr ie 
up the dai Croſs, and: not be ie] 
bocbmovhe wWithiche Mk Talkes und Fooliſh 
in many " obhier' caſex5" As; 'We *« be Angr ofa 
which but tris  themſehes CH 


Enemy tak&#h MUvantape, and /jin'the Ni tows his 
nb wndithe Wat befty pi grows. 
ſro rill!that which is''tender, meek and: lowly-i in 
themſelves; bid others they converſe with, is Les 
26d pronts under the Opprediieti 'And'from th 4 
thett's h& Udliverbinee! tll- thi come” an kT Ey 
him that's meek and lowly, as they did at. their? fieſt! 
 Convitxcetient, When [after- great 4nd fore Travels they. 
did find! reſt unto their-ſouls; Hun tf at Was meck and" 
low £ 97:6 Lit LOT | q: 3 
| A it itsat theſe Bregches, the Rnemy bein entr a 
theirfictes 6{f67:affd gtievous [iS enter; ar (Ceoet 

old Trlauty is revived, 2d the for that fo eaſily befers gers' 


up ain and: by eividg way to. this 'varn' te] 
has . 


C7 ] 

| dowd final! pe, hed not "Us, the Ra&tith Fleart comes * 
tobe darkened; & poor Soul that once was taiſed, chrnes 
to be enthralled, ky good Congiciorr ts be loft, and: 
it will be harder with ſich to bereftored;, than it was 
for them to be brought into the khowledge of rhe Truth: 


at my His al 
© hath been: known thy fab Expeticnce, 
ir, one hath let its Gritf} and joy ned the Powers* 
Fo ive erin oy er th i Tout 
ry cy teraPt1 E ed .1o 

ws Ny Moy of the” Fs Mt to Cur on, 

ky nll foot bs Sib 00 it fe 

' ovy tear FYich OGG rice! devote ſtand 
"to keep in the pur Reins f of the Lord,” even ib 


2 forif aty, Aﬀeions or Paſſion inordinare-. 


roharbour e Soul, thedanger'is 
vet Farther, whit hatHbe Rpt mee He! 
Peieutars, ny be ſaid 5 Phring ihe Porlally.” 


k none er Knew whilſt it had fult in their 
s, But: ices ehtr ance thereof,” as the Bys If the: 


| s the T.ord, 5;Ke Fr tid pre- 
eve Tho y Ml f Fe ! 1 gr if Shs of { + 
Reb pinion with It, Bt: Lone opetss | 


Har an 6155 6 watkings 6f . this Spirit in. the honeſt. 
JH Nr ow him wittall Difigerice'ro keep 


Jite ns art here rhe'Soul cſtapesthivShate. that's 
Jopriviff Mid; char tranyate' enfhated and taken, an 
cll 4. 0d Huvkandry. 
ember the great Love 'of our Lard TOY 
Wicks Ctrift Who.hath,commarided his Diſciples; 'Ts rf" 
| 70 care, Yipor' Goa, wha tarerh {ef thts,” ' ard hath £vey * 
WhBſclf for ms, rhathe night deliver ffi this TPANTIEP, 
dr/d, 


[8] 

. And let any experienced one, into whoſe hands. this 
may come, conſider, Have you at any time {ct in tho 
Spirit of Prejudice, (more eſpecially upon the account of 
Religion)againſt any Perſon ? Let the cauſc be right or 
wrong, yet if once it be let in, and you converſe with | 
it, and give liberty to your 'Thoughts jtherein,; how apt. | 
are you to receiveany Report, that may tend to make the - 
Breach wider ? how ready it isFor any prejudiced.Perſon 
to take wrong Meaſures of right Actions, as thus, If 
any in the pure Loye of God, that thinketh no evil, 
watch over his Brother for gopd,or the Anticnts iff 1/ree,, 
who-are . unblameable in , their Lives, and "Conver- 
ſations, who haye (if the word Rule canbe bora). ruled 
for God, and are truly worthy of double Honour ; if ſuch 
knowing the Wiles of Sean, as alſo the Terrors of the 
Almighty, ſhall propoſe good and wholſom Methods to 
keep all within the Church of Chriſt ſweet and clean, in 


which the honeſt hearted rejoyce, yet the prejudiced. 
ſpirit will cry our Jenny of Loraſbips, - of Laws, 
Church Canons and Impoſition.; though .at. the ſame 
time thoſe who/were .in Chriſt befare them, and-.b 
Grace were made Members of that. Body of which Chri 
1; the Head, declare to ſuch, That its but the godly Cure of - 
our Brethres to preſerve. every Member in its place and good 
Order. Much might be written, but-I did only intead 
to hiat at theſe things, and beg of the Lord they may be * 
enirgey in my ſoul, as incvery honeſt Heart, as there : 
may be any occaſion. WIA 14 
Oh Friend; ! 1 am deeply grieved in the Conſideration 
of. theſe things,and its the cry of my ſoul to theGod of all 
Grace, Jriſe, O Lo2d, andrebuke this Gain-ſaying 
Spirit; Iriſe thou. mighty God, . whoſe Fan is in 
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| him, he hath promiſed, He w 


£4 —Zhnev 
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heart can) every one-that make ton. 
b/c yoaly TP. # F xs b £ yh . , * : 
\. .AL&noWw tH concude with that Which was pri cigally 
Bo my Ty the begin Nig in ach Rene He 
ſtulate again. wich any, or, gyery, honeſt Heart,” intd- 
who'e hands this may come, ' that hath bur,know 
or experienced any thing of rhe Power of God to make 
glean the Vellel, and that hath been convinced 'of ths 
Evil of their Ways, Wgrds and Works, aid in the Light 
Strength and Power of God hath been made able to judge 
.down every appearance of Evil in themſelves, that hath 
not had Holineſs" to the. Lord ſtamped thereon. *' Oh ! 
why ſhould any ſuch turn again to Folly,, aid build 
again thoſe things they.once pulled down,or allow theins 
ſelvesin any thing now, which heretofore they durſt.not- 
live in the Pra&tice of ? : F7, 
Friends, Truth is unchangeably pure, and that which 
it appears againſt to day, jt will not allow to mogrow : 
Therefore, I beſeech you in the Love of God,, try.and 
examine, Durſt I take. falſe Liberiy in, the: day” of” my 
E/pouſal ? Why ſpould 1 do ſo now? Are not thy Obligations 
reater now than ever, wow I cax ſay,, My Maker is my 
Husband,c he provideth-all things neceſſary for 1vy Spiritual 
& well as Temporal Wi VS, aud if 1 ag, not. Parx fron 
ill never, leaye,nie for forfak 
me? : Why then {bould I allow apy Evil Spirit td ae withis 
we, 4) accurſed thing to approach hit Temple,. 10 hinder me 
in my-near. Approaches unto him ? 'W hy [hou d I {vfftr a wild, 
wajton airy Spirit to get up,. that will unguoi wake us 
Vain in my awir/aflow, "ſeeing *T 9, } be cp wan 
} "- B (here 


[10] | 
here rom by Silver nor Gold, or 49 correptible thing, bat 
bi fe rc Blood, 8 Teſti Th 1jÞ-? * Shall Firaaph | 
wndep Foot the Blood of Chrift ? or: ſhall my light #nſavoury 
Word# and Aitions cauſe any to ſay, It is an unholy thing ? ' 
Shall I deay my. Redemption, and my Redeemer (even 
#0 all ths that behold). by my v4in Converſation ? © God 

orbid. -. * 4 | $i 
F Or, if at any-time there hath been a negleft, the. 
7aich has not been kept, nor the Prayer offered, ' but 
as it were for a little: time, the Soul forgetting that it 
was-cleanſed, entreth into the Temptation, and toucherh - 
withthe unſan&ifi'd thing, yet as the Heart abides honeſt, . 
the pure holy Fear will ſpring again in ſuch a Breaſt, and 
that Man or Woman will ſoon ſee from whence they are 
fallen, and will cry, with David; Reſtore me, O Lord, to + 
"former Condition ; take not 4 oly 29” from me ; 
ſet: thow « Watch before my Mouth,” that I offend not with - 
my Tongue: O Lord, keep the Dovr of my Lips, &c. This - 
is the care of the Upright, that whether in Eating or 
Drinking, ye ym, or in Silence, all mightbe done tg + 
the Pratf Glory of God. 
| Friends, we above all the Families of the Earth, . 
bear our Teſtimonies. to Chriſt's Appearance in ſpirit, | 
and to that Grace which hath appeared to all men, teaching us 
(who havereceived it)#o dewy Ungodlinefi and worldly Lufts, 
and to live Soberly, Godly and Righteouſly in this preſent 
World. And ſhall we allow our ſelves in any thing that it 
inftly reproveable ? God forbid; . I will ſet « Watch over my 
houghts, aith-the honeſt Heart, for my God knoweth them - 
afar off; and 1 muſt give an account for every idleWord; I * 
mill yatch over my Eyes, for my Lord hath ſaid, Whoſoever 
logketh upeg a 'Womanand lufteth after her, hath _ 
| mu Qt 
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rated Adultery with her already in his Heart > avd che 
ke James ſaith, Whoſoever ſezmeth to_ be Religiaus; - 
and bridleth nor his Tongue, that mans IT, Jay IS Vain. 
And Oh ! that all my Works might witneſs the Lord at hand, 


ſeeing they muſt follow me after Death; [Here is Heart 


work indeed} blefled is he who worketh out his Salvg- 
tion with Fear and Trembling ; ſuch ſhall be ſafe, and 
no evil Tidings can make them afraid ; ſuch ſhall hold : 
out in all Tryals, for they are builded upon a ſure Foun- + 


. dation, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner | 


S:one. 
F/iends, This is a Day wherein Satan deſires, yea, doth 
irdeed winnow all Profeſſions, bleſſed is that Perſon and 
that People who partake of the benefit of our Lords 
praying, for he hath prayed, That their Faith faitnot; 
and him the Father heareth alwayes;. bleſled are they. 
who watch and keep their Garments unſpotted, their 
Converſation will be ſuchas will adorn the Goſpel. 


Now unto God only wiſe, who comforts his People with bis 
" Rod and with his Staff, he who knows our frame, and will 
not ſuffer any who fear his Name tobe tempted above what | 
they ave 4h to bear, and in the fitteſt Seaſon will delpuer  * 
Jacob out of «ll his Troubles, 'To him be all Power, 
ght, Majeſty, with Dominion and holy Praiſes given. 
aſcribed from this time hewceforth and farever, 
ſaith my Soul. - 


MARY FORSTER.. 
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